
 

 

Your #1 Powder Place! 

Welcome to Lookout Pass, where great snow, easy access and affordable prices have earned us the 

honor of Most Family-Friendly mountain resort in the Pacific Northwest by visitors to 

OnTheSnow.com, one of the most widely viewed travel sites on the web.  

We’re also the home of the Lookout Pass Famous Free Ski School for kids. But what skiers and 

riders love most about Lookout is an average of more than 400 inches of light, dry powder snow 

annually. In fact, during a 7-day period ending March 1, 2011, Lookout had more snowfall, 6 and a 

half feet, than any ski resort in the world according to skiinfo.com. 

 

Home of The Route of the Hiawatha 

Known as the "crown jewel" of the U.S. rail-to-trail system, Route of the Hiawatha was inducted into 

the Rails to Trails Conservancy’s Hall of Fame in April 2011. Winding through 10 tunnels and 7 high 

trestles, the gentle 15-mile downhill grade traverses the rugged Bitterroot Mountains between 

Idaho and Montana. A shuttle service operated by Lookout Pass Ski & Recreation Area returns 

riders to the trailhead.  

In the summer of 2011, approximately 37,000 paid visitors rode bikes on the Route of the 

Hiawatha, a 10 percent increase over 2010 and a new attendance record for the third straight 

season.  
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Here’s what’s new at Lookout Pass for Winter 2011-12 

ON THE IDAHO/MONTANA BORDER –Last winter Lookout Pass Ski & Recreation Area won 

accolades for incredible snowfall and family-friendly service.  But the ski area isn’t resting on its 

laurels. Skiers and riders will discover many changes as the mountain continues to get bigger and 

better. Here’s a summary of what’s new at Lookout this winter: 

Website: The look and functionality of skilookout.com is all new for 2011-12. In addition to updated 

graphics, skilookout.com is fully functional on mobile phones and features streamlined interactivity 

for season pass and lift ticket ordering, snow reporting, powder alerts and multimedia. 

Lodge Expansion: Lookout’s historic base lodge has been expanded over the summer with an east 

wing that adds about 80 seats featuring upslope views.  A spacious new deck on the sunny side of 

the building is perfect for barbecues and checking out the action on the hill. 

Terrain Parks: Jibbers will discover numerous improvements and upgrades to the Exit 0 and B-52 

terrain parks, including features where tricks can be performed in plain view of guests relaxing on 

the deck. Lookout’s terrain park manager, Chuck Schmidt, also has a “natural themed park” and 

some special new features up his sleeve … and stay tuned for the Lookout’s “Name that Terrain 

Park” contest. 

Snowsports School: A higher level of instruction is available at Lookout for skiers and riders of all 

ages and abilities. Programs include the Senior Workshop on Mondays, Downhill Divas for women 

only on Fridays and Next Level for intermediate and advanced skiers on Sundays. Individual and 

group lessons are offered every day the mountain is open. 

Powder Wednesdays: Lookout gets so much snow we’re adding another day of face shots once 

again for 2011-12. In January and February the mountain will be open six days a week, from 

Wednesday through Monday. 

New Snowcat: A Pisten Bully Edge has just been delivered to the mountain that brings Lookout’s 

fleet of snowcats up to five, ensuring that the mountain’s famous world-class grooming continues to 

earn great reviews. 

Terrain Expansion: Phase One of Lookout’s long-range expansion plan has been accepted by the U.S. 

Forest Service. Phase One includes two chairlifts on Eagle Peak, a mountain to the immediate 

southwest of the current ski area, with the potential to add up to 700 acres with 1,400 vertical feet 

to Lookout’s skiable acreage. Specific timelines have not been set due to environmental studies 

currently underway. 



Why Lookout is your #1 Powder Place: 
 

 
It’s all about the snow! 

Other ski areas say they have great powder skiing, but Lookout has scientific proof. 

Forest Service and NOAA records confirm that Lookout Pass is blessed with light, dry 

powder earlier and more often than any region in the state—an average of 400 inches a 

season! And because our slopes face northeast, all that great snow is protected from 

wind and weather. Lookout has NEVER closed due to inclement weather!  

 
Families love Lookout! 

Lookout Pass was voted the most family-friendly mountain resort in the Pacific 

Northwest by visitors to OnTheSnow.com for good reason. Our adult weekend lift ticket 

is still only $37—almost half of what you pay at some other places. Juniors, teens and 

college students save even more, and kids six and under ski free. Our variety of terrain 

means families can ski and ride together and be comfortable, confident and safe. 

 



Lookout’s Long Range Vision 
 

In a timeline spanning the next 20 years, Lookout Pass is planning to expand lift-served 

terrain by about 2,000 acres. Our master plan includes opening to two additional 6,200-

foot peaks west-southwest of the existing ski area that stand as the gateway to the St. 

Regis basin. The concept includes a new 20,000 square-foot base lodge on what is 

currently the back side of the ski area. The existing lodge—the oldest continuously 

operating ski lodge in Idaho, will continue to offer full services. 

 

Phase One Expansion 

Phase One of the expansion plan has undergone the prescreening process required by 

the National Environmental Protection Act.  The U.S. Forest Service has accepted the 

concept for Phase One, including two double chairs off a mountain now christened 

“Eagle Peak” that straddles the Idaho/Montana border. The trail plan seeks to take 

advantage of as many north-facing slopes as possible. Skiing and riding will take place 

on about 700 acres. About 1,400 vertical feet will drop through a variety of intermediate 

and advanced terrain. Beautiful ridge lines sweeping into the new base area offer 

outstanding views.  

 

Phase Two 

Phase Two of the long-range plan includes a new lodge and parking at the base of the 

second additional peak in an area covering about 30 acres. The new base area will 

continued to be accessed by Exit 0 on I-90, but instead of taking a right turn into the 

existing parking lot, visitors will take a left and drive down old Highway 10 – the route 

over Lookout Pass before the interstate was built. About a mile down the road the new 

base area will take shape. 

 

The outcome of planning studies currently underway will determine the timeline.  

 

The following map shows the existing Lookout U.S.F.S. permit area, with ski runs 

rendered in red, and Phase One of the expanded permit area with runs rendered in 

white. 

 

 





History of Lookout Pass 

 

 
 

 The Original Lookout Pass Lodge 
 

1936 – The Idaho Ski Club is born. A few ardent ski pioneers built a rope tow powered 

by the engine from an abandoned car they found on the old Yellowstone Highway, 

which is now I-90. They used a highway maintenance shed on Lookout Pass as a 

warming hut. 

 

1940 -- Lookout’s Famous Free Ski School founded. In 71 years, volunteer instructors 

have introduced more than 60,000 kids to the world of skiing and riding. 

 

1941 – Lookout’s historic lodge built. The U.S. Forest Service commissioned the Civilian 

Conservation Corps to build the original phase of the expanded lodge still in use today, 

the second oldest ski lodge in the Pacific Northwest next to the Timberline Lodge on Mt. 

Hood in Oregon. 

 

1950s – The Idaho Ski Club, the group of volunteers that operated Lookout Pass, sold lift 

tickets for 50 cents.  

 

1980 – Lookout’s first chairlift – Chair One, was financed with contributions from local 

mining companies to provide winter recreation for their employees. 



 

1992 – Idaho Ski Club sells out. With the mining industry in decline, Lookout’s volunteer 

staff dwindled. A group of locals who wanted to keep Lookout open takes over. 

 

1999 – Lookout Associates LLC acquires the mountain. Lookout’s current owners launch 

a new era of expanding terrain and improved services for greater numbers of skiers and 

riders. 

 

2003 – Timber Wolf double chairlift installed. The addition of Timber Wolf (chair 2) on 

the Montana side of the mountain added five named runs and glades, boosted vertical 

drop to 1,150 feet and opened spectacular views to the St. Regis and Copper basins. 

 

2005 – Lodge expansion. A three-story, 6,000 square foot addition greatly expands food 

service seating and includes a retail shop, more restrooms, locker rooms,  the Loft pub 

and grub lounge on the top level and panoramic slopeside views. 

 

2007 – North Star double chairlift installed. North Star opens access to expert terrain on 

the prime north aspect of the mountain with expert terrain and a bird’s eye view of the 

Coeur d’Alene River Valley. 

 

2011 – Lodge expansion. A 1,200 square foot east wing with upslope views is added, 

expanding food service seating for 80+ guests. The project includes a large deck on the 

sunny side of the lodge for barbecues and viewing the action on the hill. 

 

2011 – Phase One of a new round of expansion is accepted. In April the U.S. Forest 

Service accepted the 700-acre, two-lift, 14-run first phase of a long-range plan to expand 

Lookout Pass to two additional peaks encompassing 2,000 acres.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2011/2012 

Calendar of Events & Programs 
 

Lookout Pass Ski Area is open Thursday through Monday, plus Wednesdays in January and 

February from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (PST). On Saturdays and Sundays we open at 8:30 a.m.  The area 

operates 7 days a week during the Christmas vacation period starting December 17, 2010 

through January 2, 2012. 

November 2011 

Ski Area OPENS as soon as there is sufficient snow! 

Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day 

Nov. 26/ 27 Ski Instructor Clinic.  Professional 2-day clinic for aspiring instructors.   

 

December 2011 

Dec. 2 Boomers’ Fridays - $24 lift ticket every Friday for those 40 yrs and over 

(excluding Dec. 23 & 30). 

Dec. 19-22 Freeriders Camp. A daily camp for ages 10 years and up.  Ride with the Pros and 

experience new heights and landing zones in Lookout’s 2 terrain parks. 

Dec. 24 Santa Claus flies into Lookout at noon to hand out some early treats. 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day opening delayed until 10:00 am.  Annual Christmas Buffet from 

11:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

January 2012 
 

Jan.   1 Happy New Year!  Good cheer and all-day football in the lounge (between runs of 

course!). 

Jan.   2 Prime Timers Club meets every Monday.  Club membership and info at 

www.skilookout.com 

http://www.skilookout.com/


Jan.   4   Powder Wednesday!  Open every Wednesday in January and February. 

Jan.   5 “Downhill Divas” Women’s ski or snowboard program.  9:30 to 2:30 every other 

Thursday thru March 15.  Ski with a Pro in a relaxed atmosphere.  Demos, boot 

fitting tips, fun and lunch included. 

Jan.   7 Lookout’s famous FREE Ski School Program (ages 6 to 17).  Every Saturday from 

Jan. 7 thru Mar. 10.   Beginners: 10:00 am to 11:15 am.  Intermediate & 

Advanced: 11:30 am to 12:45 pm. 

Jan. 7  Ronald McDonald Day. 

Jan. 15 Winter Carnival – Family Fun Day – Pacific Northwest National Wife Carrying 

Contest 

Jan. 16  Open Monday for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Jan. 22  Media Team Races & Appreciation Day  

Jan. 29  “Bavarian” Brews/Brats & Music Fest 

 
February 2012 

 

Feb. 4/5 Lookout “BIG AIR” Contest & “Battle on the Border” SLOPESTYLE Contest 

Feb.  11/12  Mardi Gras Festival & Live Music 

Feb.17  Toyota FREE Ski Day 

Feb. 20  Presidents’ Day Holiday 

Feb. 24  Ski NW Rockies/KREM – 2nd Harvest Food Drive 

Feb. 25  NIC Up-Down Ski Race 

Feb. 26  EEYSL Alpine GS 

               

March 2012 
 

Mar. 3  Season Pass Holder Spaghetti Fest – Foods on us! 



Mar. 4  Moose Drool Scavenger Hunt & Crazy Costume Day 

Mar. 10 Free Ski School Graduation Awards & BBQ 

Mar. 17 PNSA Division Masters – Alpine GS Race Event 

Mar. 18 PNSA Division Masters – Alpine SL Race Event 

Mar. 24 Military, Firefighter and Police Appreciation Day 

Mar. 31 Lookout Beach Party Luau – Season Pass Holder Appreciation Day – Big Kahuna 
Downhill 

 
April 2012 

 

Apr. 7  Slush Cup! – Pond Skimming Events.  Projected last day of season (4/8)                      

Apr. 14 & 21 Possible Saturday operations depending on conditions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lessons & Programs 

 

1. Lookout’s Famous Free Ski School for Kids 
 
When we say free, we mean just that. In 75 seasons the Lookout Pass Free Ski School has 
introduced about 60,000 kids to the wonderful winter world of skiing and riding.  
 

 FREE SKIING AND RIDING lessons for boys and girls age 6-17 
 EVERY SATURDAY MORNING from January 7 through March 10, 2012 
 CLASSES START for beginners at 10 a.m., intermediates at 11:30 
 REGISTRATION is limited to first 500 kids. Registration closes January 21, 2012 
 EQUIPMENT AND LIFT TICKETS not included 
 RENTAL SHOP has all the skis, poles, boots and boards you need 
 BUSES TO LOOKOUT run from Spokane Valley, Liberty Lake, Post Falls, Coeur 

d'Alene, Hayden, Silver Valley and Western Montana locations – Bus Schedule 
  

2. GUARANTEED Learn to Ski & Ride Package 
 
First timer or never-ever? Master the basic skills you need to continue learning how to ski & 
ride, GUARANTEED! Instruction includes the fundamentals of turning, stopping and riding 
the rope tow. 

 
3. Private Lessons 
 
The best way to reach the next level: 
One-on-one, 1-hour private sessions with a Professional Certified Instructor, available whenever 
you would like to schedule one.  
 
One-on-one session  $45/hour 
Additional students  $25 each/hour 
 
 
 

 



4. Group Lessons 
 

 A fun and affordable way to improve technique, learn new skills and make new friends.  
 

 Join a group of 4 to 6 people who share your ability level for 1 to 1.5 hour lessons with a 
Professional Certified Instructor.  

 
 Group lessons are available at 10:30 AM and 1:00 PM (PST) every day we are open.  

 
 Ages 7 & over.  

 
5. Mini Moose Club 
 
The Mini Moose Club gives kids age 3-6 an awesome mountain adventure while their parents hit 
the slopes. The fun includes supervised snow play, basic skills development, hot chocolate, 
cookies and more!  
 
Available Saturdays  & Sundays. 
6. Timber Wolves 
 
When Mini Mooses graduate, they can be Timber Wolves! Timber Wolves can ride the lift to the 
top with an instructor for two hours of learning and fun with a break for hot chocolate and 
cookies. 

 
7. EZ-Ski & Ride 1-2-3 
 
It couldn’t be E-Z-er for first-timers to learn to ski or ride. For just $99 you get: 
 
3 Lift tickets 
3 Rentals 
3 Lessons 
 
Ages 7 and up 
 

 

8. 5th Grade Passport 
 
Attention all 5th graders: get off the couch and on the snow!  
Use your 5th Grade Passport to ski or ride for 3 days FREE at participating ski areas. It’s so much 
fun with your family and friends you’ll keep coming back for more! 
 
 

9. Ski PE 
 
Welcome to our awesome outdoor classroom! Ski PE is an exciting and affordable introduction 
to skiing & riding for grades K-12! 
 
 
 
 



How Ski PE works: 
 
ONE HOUR LESSON for all ability levels with a professional instructor 
QUALITY RENTAL EQUIPMENT for 150+ students per day 
LIFT TICKET to practice what you learn for the rest of the day 
PARENTS AND CHAPERONES are welcome at the student price. We recommend one chaperone 
per 20 students (3 for K-2nd grade) 
SCHOOL COORDINATOR S appointed by the school will work closely with Lookout Pass on 
scheduling, rentals, safety and other issues 
TRANSPORTATION is the responsibility of each school to and from Lookout Pass 
 
10. Prime Timers 
 
Enjoy the camaraderie of skiing with friends who share a spirit of adventure  
 
The Lookout Pass Prime Timers Club is a non-profit organization of skiers and riders 55 and 
over who share a a healthy outdoor life style. Prime Timers meet every Monday from December 
12 until season’s end. New members are always welcome . Join us in the Loft Lounge for lunches 
and apre s ski socials.  
 
Prime Timer Details:   
 

 Dues used for food and beverages are $25 per couple,  $15 for singles 
 A $3 weekly donation is suggested for apre s ski activities. 
 Discount lift tickets at other area ski resorts.    
 On Mountain Perks:  50 cent coffee, 10% food discount.   
 Name tags for the lodge and arm bands for the slopes.   
 Affordable season pass specials for seniors (62-69), super seniors (70+) and the 

Lifetime Gold Pass for 80+ 
 
We’ll see you on the slopes! 
 
GROUPS 
 
 SAVE BIG with affordable group rates for your company, school, church, club or extended 

family. 
 
 Midweek group rates apply to parties of 10 or more with advance reservation.  
 
 Parties of 15 or more qualify for group rates on weekends and holidays. 
 
 Rental packages and/or lessons can be included.  

 
 Ask about our breakfast or lunch menus. 
 
 Special events? You bet! We'll coordinate your event to help make it one to remember. 

 

 



 
 

3. Corporate Program 
 

Powder: The Ultimate Perk 

Looking for the ultimate perk to provide your customers and employees? Check out the 
Lookout Pass Corporate Program. Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation area has the best snow, 
the easiest access and the most affordable prices in the region. The added savings of our 
Corporate Discount Program makes Lookout the logical choice when it’s time to ski and ride. 
 
Our online management system makes it easy to control and track your Lookout Pass 
corporate account. For more information contact Bill Jennings at 208-744-1301 x 16 or 
email: billj@skilookout.net. 

 

 

 

 


